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BENCH AND BAR
PRESIDENT'S PAGE
T HIS is the last issue of Bar Briefs which will be published
prior to our State Convention in Grand Forks. It is, there-
fore, my last edition of the President's Page.
First of all, I want to thank all of you for the opportunity
of having served you as your president during the past year.
There has been a lot of work, but it has been enjoyable work.
Members of the Bar have been most cooperative and that has
made the work much easier and really enjoyable. I thank all
of you.
I have attended four District meetings during my term of
office. I believe that District meetings have now been revived
and have been more active during the past year than ever be-
fore. Naturally these District meetings were few and far
between during the war years, but if you do not have active
local and district bar associations, then you will not have an
active State Bar Association. Now that the District bars have
been reactivated, I know that the State Bar will go forward
to bigger and greater things.
Once again I want to call your attention to our State Bar
Meeting in Grand Forks on August 4th, 5th and 6th. If the
tentative program can be arranged in time, it will be published
in this issue. If not, then notice thereof will be given to all
of you by our Executive Director. Some very excellent sec-
tional meetings will be held, which you will all want to attend,
and in general we anticipate a program that will be both edu-
cational and entertaining. Please make a note to attend the
convention.
My best wishes go to the Association and to my successor
in office, and may each succeeding year prove greater and
better than the preceding one.
Sincerely yours,
MACK V. TRAYNOR
President
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PROGRAM
OF ANNUAL MEETING
NORTH DAKOTA BAR ASSOCIATION
Grand Forks, North Dakota
August 4, 5, 6, 1948
Wednesday morning, August 4
CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM
9:00 Registration in High School Auditorium.
Registration entitles members to banquet and Thursday noon
luncheon, and admits ladies to banquet and participation in
ladies program.
10:00 Call to Order-Mack V. Traynor, President, presiding
Invocation: Reverend H. N. Dukes.
10:15 President's Address: Mack V. Traynor.
Committee Reports.
11:30 Announcements.
12:00 Luncheon - Phi Alpha Delta.
Luncheon - Phi Delta Phi.
All former members of either of these legal fraternities cor-
dially invited.
Wednesday afternoon, August 4
CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM
1:15 Appointment of Committees.
1:30 to 3:00 P. M. Sectional Meetings:
Estate Planning I ......... . . . H. A. Mackoff
Tax Problems of Farmers I. . . R. B. Throckmorton
Revenue Act of 1948 I .......... .Walter Moore
Motor Vehicle Accident Cases I ..... .T. L. Degnan
Office Management and Fees........ E. T. Conmy
3:00 Intermission.
3:30 to 5:00 P. M. Sectional Meetings:
Estate Planning II ............. H. A. Mackoff
Tax Problems of Farmers II. . . R. B. Throckmorton
Revenue Act of 1948 II .......... Walter Moore
Motor Vehicle Accident Cases II .. .. . Carroll Day
Taft-Hartley Act. ...... .Prof. Keith W. Blinn
Thursday morning, August 5
CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM
10:00 Business session.
Election of officers.
Unfinished business.
12:00 Luncheon. Lawyers only. Elks Club. No program and
no charge.
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Thursday afternoon, August 5
CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM
1:15 Business session.
Address: Honorable Tappan Gregory, President,
American Bar Association.
3:00 Intermission.
3:30 to 5:00 P.M. Section Meetings:
Estate Planning I .............. H. A. Mackoff
Tax Problems of Farmers I . . . R. B. Throckmorton
Revenue Act of 1948 I .......... Walter Moore
Motor Vehicle Accident Cases I ..... .T. L. Degnan
Office Management and Fees ....... E. T. Conmy
Thursday evening, August 5
HOTEL DACOTAH
6:30 Convention Banquet.
Invocation: Reverend James P. Hogan.
Awarding of convention prizes.
Address: Honorable Tappan Gregory, President,
American Bar Association.
Friday morning, August 6
CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM
9:00 to 10:30 A. M. Sectional Meetings:
Estate Planning II ............. H. A. Mackoff
Tax Problems of Farmers II. . . R. B. Throckmorton
Revenue Act of 1948 II .......... Walter Moore
Motor Vehicle Accident Cases II ..... .Carroll Day
Taft-Hartley Act ......... Prof. Keith W. Blinn
10:30 Final business session.
Address: Honorable Luther E. Birdzell, Vice-Presi-
dent, Bank of America.
12:00 Adjournment.
12:30 North Dakota Law School Alumni Association lun-
cheon. Ryan Hotel dining room.
REPORT OF AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP COMMITTEE
In view of the fact that events of the last two years have
tended to accentuate the importance of the constitutional prin-
ciples on which our Republic is founded, the American Citizen-
ship Committee of the North Dakota Bar Association decided
that some action should be taken by the Bar to encourage
thought and research on these problems by our youth.
Acting on that thought and at the suggestion of the Execu-
tive Director your committee recommended the sponsoring of
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an essay contest to which high school students were eligible.
The essays were to be written on the subject: Modern Chal-
lenges to American Constitution and Principles. This contest
was sponsored so that the final judging of the essays and the
announcement of the winners would be at the time of the visit
of the Freedom Train to the State the latter part of April,
and was designated as the "Freedom Train Essay Contest."
The Executive Committee of the Association approved this
project, and the contest was held.
The response was quite good, although there was not suf-
ficient time for advance notice of the contest. However, some
very fine essays were submitted-about 50 in all, and the three
best, which were selected by the final judging committee, con-
sisting of Hon. A. M. Christianson, Chief Justice of the Su-
preme Court, Donnell Haugen, representative from McLean
County, and M. F. Peterson, Deputy Superintendent of Pub-
lic Instruction, were awarded prizes. The winners of first,
second and third prizes, respectively, were:
JOHN RIELLY, Academy of St. James
1423 N. Third Street
Grand Forks, North Dakota
GENEVA HEATON, St. Mary's High
Bismarck, North Dakota
SALLY ANN WARNER, Enderlin High School
Enderlin, North Dakota
The prizes awarded were War Savings Bonds of the ma-
turity values of $100, $75 and $50 for the first three. We have
recommended that the winning essay be printed in the pro-
ceedings of the Association. It is also recommended that if the
Bar Association can afford it, similar contests be held in future
years.
Respectfully submitted,
June 5th, 1948 American Citizenship Committee
By Theodore C. Kellogg, Chairman
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MEMORIALS
To the President of the State Bar Association:
Your Committee on Necrology herewith presents a report
on those of our colleagues who have died since the last Annual
Convention held in Bismarck in August, 1947. Ours is the sad
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duty of officially reporting and causing to be spread upon the
records of the Association the names of the lawyers who have
died. The deaths of the following members of the State Bar
Association have been reported to this Committee.
Laureas John Wehe Frank Kilgore
George W. Thorp Eugene Francis Coyne
James W. Pollock Charles L. Crum
Appropriate obituaries have heretofore been published on
some of the foregoing and the reports of those that were not
received in time will be published in succeeding issues of the
North Dakota Bar Briefs.
Respectfully submitted,
A. G. Porter, LaMoure
Vernon D. Forbes, Wahpeton
Eugene A. Burdick, Chairman
REPORT OF
COMMITTEE ON DISTRICT BAR ASSOCIATIONS
The year of 1947-48 has seen renewed and increased activity
upon the part of the six District Bar Associations of the State.
The officers of each association have done a good job. The re-
sults are an increased attendance at the meetings, a goodly
number of meetings and valuable information for those at-
tending.
The First Judicial District contains the large cities of Grand
Forks, Fargo and Valley City. Dean 0. H. Thormodsgard of
the University Law School, is the president. There was a
meeting of Grand Forks, Traill, and Nelson counties on
February 28, 1948 in Grand Forks, and of Cass, Steele,
Barnes and Griggs counties in Fargo on March 20, 1948. Dean
0. H. Thormodsgard presented a paper, "International Law
Concepts of Peace in History."
The meetings were well attended and the program well
received.
The Second Judicial District Association had a meeting at
Devils Lake during the month of November, 1947. John Stor-
mon of Rolla presented a paper on Quieting Title Actions.
Judge C. W. Buttz spoke on "Trial of a Civil Action from a
Judge's Point of View."
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The Third Judicial District planned a meeting for May 31st
at which memorial services for Judge Eugene Coyne were to
be had. A report of the meeting has not been received by your
committee.
The Fourth Judicial District held a meeting at Bismarck
on May 21, 1948. There was a luncheon at the Patterson Hotel
and the Estate Planning Panel from Fargo gave its discussion
at the Courthouse.
The Fifth Judicial District had a meeting at Williston on
November 2, 1947. George McGee gave a paper on Joint Ten-
ancy. Robert Bosard-Actions to Quiet Title with Emphasis
on Procedure. Hon. A. J. Gronna, Judge, spoke on "Attacks
on Divorce Decrees for Lack of Domicile." In Minot on April
27, the day of the Freedom Train, a meeting was had at which
the Estate Planning Panel of Fargo gave their very interesting
discussion. A banquet was had in the evening. The State
President, Mack V. Traynor, was among the group and there
were three Judges present, and also the Bar Association Execu-
tive Director. The Fifth Judicial District will have one more
meeting before the annual meeting at Grand Forks.
The Sixth Judicial District had a meeting at Dickinson on
December 6, 1947 at which Norbert J. Muggli spoke on the
"Financial Responsibility Act" passed by the 1947 Legislature.
Another meeting was had at Dickinson on April 17, 1948. At-
torney H. A. Mackoff spoke on Estate Planning and Federal
Taxation.
Recommendations:
1. The secret of an active District Bar Association depends
upon the energy and drive of the officers at the head of it. The
lawyers of each District Association can work out their own
method of bringing such men to the top.
2. Good programs and live papers followed by an open dis-
cussion or forum of the subject matter will bring a good at-
tendance at the meetings.
3. A social gathering is an additional incentive to attend.
4. An occasional follow-up letter to the lawyers of the Dis-
trict by the president giving them the latest information con-
cerning the activities of the Bar is advisable.
5. That the County associations of Cass and Grand Forks
counties being large units do not take a very active part in
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the functioning of the District Association. It would be well if
this shortcoming could be remedied to the end that all lawyers
in the District could profit from an active district association.
Respectfully submitted,
0. H. Thormodsgard,
Roland A. Heringer,
Max A. Wishek,
John A. Zuger,
Reuben J. Bloedau,
E. J. McIlrath, Chairman.
REPORT OF
COMMITTEE ON JURISPRUDENCE AND LAW REFORM
Your Committee submits the following report to the State
Bar Association.
We have not received from any Member of the Bar any pro-
posed amendments to the Code, and have not solicited any
such. The 1943 Revised Code and including subsequent Session
Laws, appear to be working satisfactorily in the field of
practice.
We suggest for consideration, a matter pertaining to Joint
Tenancy:
An Act providing that in case of real estate held in joint
tenancy, that after one year has elapsed since the death of
the first tenant, that no proceeding shall be had in County
Court to prevent the title passing completely to the survivor
in joint tenancy. Such statute should apply to all persons, in-
cluding minors, persons under disability, creditors and all
other persons. It might be advisable to provide for some kind
of notice by publication to all persons, similar to the usual
notice to creditors in Probate Court. In other words, such
statute would be a statute in bar, rather than a statute of
limitations.
Another suggestion occurs to your Committee pertaining
to issuing and signing of citations in County Courts:
Chapter 30-0208 implies that each citation must be signed
personally by the Judge. In counties where the County Clerk
has a Clerk, we suggest that the Clerk, as well as the Judge,
be authorized to issue, sign and seal any citation. Such practice
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would prevent delay at times when the Judge is necessarily
absent from his office.
DATED June 4, 1948.
Respectfully submitted,
G. S. Wooledge, Chairman
Geo. A. McGee
W. F. Burnett
JAMES W. POLLOCK
Death claimed James W. Pollock, pioneer Fargo lawyer,
March 26, 1948, after an illness of several months.
A native North Dakotan, Mr. Pollock was born in Casselton
on February 17, 1885. With his family he came to Fargo in
1897 where he finished both grade and high school. In 1907
Mr. Pollock received a B.A. degree from the Fargo college
and later was granted an LL. B. from Harvard University.
Mr. Pollock began the practice of law in 1910 in the de-
Lendrecie buliding and from that time until his death main-
tained his office in the same building. He was associated in the
practice of law with his father, Robert M. Pollock, until the
latters death in 1920. His brother, Judge John C. Pollock of
Fargo, of the First Judicial District, was associated with
James until 1928.
During the period 1927-1931 when Judge Pollock was States
Attorney of Cass County, James served in the capacity of first
assistant states attorney.
In addition to Mrs. Pollock, he leaves two children, Mrs.
E. F. (Elizabeth) Engbretson of Bismarck, and J. R. Watson
Pollock of Fargo; a sister, Mina, of Fargo; four brothers,
Judge John C. Pollock, Fargo, Hal Pollock, Simi, California,
R. B. Pollock, Carleton college business manager, Northfield,
Minnesota and Rev. P. Hewison, pastor of the First Pres-
byterian church, Iowa City, Iowa, and two grand children.
James W. Pollock took a keen interest in the affairs of the
Bar Association and was active in the Association's affairs
until the time of his death.
FRANK KILGORE
Frank Kilgore, former Grand Forks Attorney and long time
practitioner in North Dakota courts, died April 5, 1948. Death
came at the age of 64 after an extended illness.
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Born in Midburn, Iowa, April 7, 1883, he located in the City
of Grand Forks twenty years later. In 1906 he was married to
Jennie H. Woods by whom he is survived. Besides his widow
he left four. sons, Alvin and Arthur of Grand Forks, Charles
of Chicago and James of Greenville, South Carolina; two
daughters, Mrs. S. M. Seven of Eugene, Oregon, and Mrs. R. F.
Hoffman of Lincoln, Nebraska; one brother, Roy, of Long
Beach, California; four sisters, Mrs. Maude Hunter, Adel,
Iowa, Mrs. Ruth Ketchum, Tulsa, Oklahoma, Mrs. Edith Fox,
Huron Lake, Minnesota and Mrs. Bertha Good, Vancouver,
Washington, and seven grandchildren. One son, Robert, died in
1945.
For 36 years before his last illness, Mr. Kilgore was a mem-
ber of the law firm of Murphy, Toner and Kilgore of Grand
Forks, North Dakota. Prior to that time he had been employed
in the traffic department of the Great Northern Railway.
An ardent sportsman, Mr. Kilgore at one time managed the
St. Michael's junior baseball team. He was a member of the
Fraternal Order of Yeomen and a pioneer member of the
St. Michael's parish in Grand Forks where the funeral services
were held. His remains were buried in Calvary Cemetery in
Grand Forks.
